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In detail 


The shoulder strap is getting a new look, 
Jetting in the imagination. On the scale of the 
universe, that is a non-event, For the shoulder, it’s 
a revolution. Gone are the days when an accessory 
had to be safe, discreet and devoted, even when its 
restraint and rigour were sidekicks to a swinging 
gang of wild, inventive and colourful bags, Still, 
it’s easy to understand the gazelle-like timidity of 
the shoulder strap: the discreet dear has military 
origins, you see. Her great-grandmother was a 
tue toughie, a broad strip of leather from which 
cavalrymen could hang their carbine and foot 
soldiers their supply of powder and shot. Naturally 
enough, these fighting sorts preferred not to 
come to the front dangling lolly-bright leather 
from their shoulders. And this inheritance of war 
had been preserved for ladies. Today, though, it 
is being shattered by new shapes and colours, 
Inspired in part by the saddle straps found in 
a pedlar’s catalogue kept by the house, a new 
collection is shaking up these proprieties and 
catching attention, Enter Cavale, of equestrian 
inspiration, a crisscrossing of weaves and threads 
in woven relief, a touch of geometrical, colourful 
Craziness on the shoulder instead of the simple 


Here, a multicolour Cavale strap 
adorns the Bolide 1923. 
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leather strap; in a more restrained version,’ the 
motifs may be simply plain colours ~ ecru, indigo, 
black ~ and there are also delicate straps in 
braided leather, with colours recalling American 
Indian craft, This is certainly a long way from 
gran’s gloomy military garb. The Passage clouté 
shoulder strap is even more livewire. This 
treasure inherited from a necklace made in 1933, 
its convex studs like a constellation of tiny 
fun-house mirrors, could easily send the bags 
it supports with its originality green with envy, 
Too flash for its own good? Another strap, 
inspired by old-school travel, keeps it simple, 
but adds a label-holder on which to emboss your 
initials. It plays the Personalization game. 

For such is the spirit of the age. Short or long, 
broad or thin, coloured or plain, a functional 
element like the shoulder strap has become a 
fashion accessory and, giving the uniformity police 
the slip, is adapting to every bag, type of desire 
and character. Women can choose to transform 
their Kelly or their Maxibox into a unique object, 
a singular beauty. Straps, break ranks! 
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Interview 


And what were the factors behind the generalization 
of the compass? 


Itall got started when the Portuguese sailed to Africa 
in the 15th century. At first, they were rather poor 
navigators. They even struggled to cross the Strait of 
Gibraltar to start a limited crusade in Ceuta. Soon, 
though, they set out to sail around Africa. There 
were two reasons. First, to short-circuit the Venetian 
monopoly on spices. The whole trade in silk and 
spices, particularly pepper, nutmeg and cloves from 
the Moluccas, was monopolized by Venice, which 
didn’t have to make much of an effort, merely wait 
for the caravans to bring all their marvels to the 
Rialto, and from there distribute them all around 
Europe. Secondly, they hoped to find the more or 
less mythical Christian kingdom of Prester John 
somewhere out near Abyssinia and form an alliance 
with it, in order to launch an attack on Islam from 
the south, It took the Portuguese eighty years to sail 
around Africa, and it was in order to make the most 
of the winds, especially the harmattan, which blows 
from the Sahara, that they were driven to lose sight 
of the land for the first time in European history. 
That was when they started using compasses and 
navigational maps. 


Is the compass still used to navigate with today? 


Nowadays, people tend to use GPS. Even on the 
smallest craft, it has come to replace the compass. 
GPS shows every movement, indicates all directions. 
But the magnetic compass is still obligatory on all 
boats because you need to have a back-up system 
if everything else fails. That said, on today’s boats, if 
there was a general power outage, I very much doubt 
that most officers would be able to plot their route. 
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‘The compass is a simple, functional instrument. 
Have people ever made exceptional compasses, like 
jewellery, with precious woods for example? 


Not really. On certain vessels they have superb 
housing. Some of them are very beautiful. For 
example, the Cutty Sark in Greenwich has a very 
fine binnacle. People made reverse compasses for 
the ship’s captain. It was fixed upside down over 
his bed so that he could follow the ship’s direction 
when lying down. Another example is the hanging 
compass of La Belle Poule, now displayed at the 
Musée National de la Marine in Paris. It was on 
this frigate, commanded by the Prince de Joinville, 
son of King Louis-Philippe, that the ashes of 
Napoleon were brought back to France in 1840, 
Its binnacle was very elegant. In these instances 
the casing was more elaborate, but usually the 
compass remained a very simple instrument. 


Frangois Bellec, Histoire 
universelle de fa navigation, 
vol. |, Editions de Monza, 2016. 
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